
COVID-19 Experience
Financial Perspective



It’s not over 
yet…
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Ongoing Public Health 
Emergency…

The toxic illicit drug supply 
claimed the lives of at least 
2,224 British Columbians in 
2021
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What is SARS-
COV-2?
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A Brief Timeline of COVID-19 in BC
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January 28, 2020 First case reported in BC

March 11, 2020 WHO declares COVID-19 a global pandemic

March 17, 2020 Public Health Emergency declared in BC

April 20, 2020 Rural and Remote Strategy

May, 2020 BC's Restart Plan begins

December, 2020 BC Proof of Vaccination Card Program begins

September, 2021 Vaccine Passport introduced

January 1, 2022 Omicron variant becomes prevelant 

February/March, 2022 Many Public Health restrictions lifted



The early days…
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Developing a 
budget for 
COVID-19….

How do you prepare a budget for 
something like an evolving global 
pandemic?
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Developing a 
budget for 
COVID-19….

• Alignment to healthcare planning

• Recognize evolving nature of 
operations

• Flexibility with financial guardrails

• Regular and frequent operational and 
financial reporting 
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How 
much is 
this going 
to cost?

Public Health Capacity

Testing

Contact Tracing

Virtual Healthcare Services

Health Authority Capacity

Vaccination

PPE

Long-term Care

COVID-19 
Healthcare 
Response and 
Management
Costs
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COVID-19 
Healthcare 
Funding 
2020/21
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Initial COVID-19 
Operating 
Budget, 2020/21

September 2020
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374, 24%

416.6, 26%422.7, 27%

187.5, 12%

173.7, 11%

Public Health
Measures

Community and Long-
term Care Measures

Recovery and
Increased Health
Capacity
Surgical Strategy

PPE, Supply and
Logistics

($ Millions, %)



Capital funding to increase the number of intensive care and high acuity units
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Funding Timeline
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Fiscal Year

2020/21 Pandemic Pay for Healthcare, Support Workers (May 2020)

$1.6 billion operating funding and $150 million in capital for 
healthcare announced for FY 2020/21

$1.967 billion for FY 2020/21 reported in Public Accounts

2021/22 $2.044 billion projected for FY 2021/22 in Q3 Forecast (final results 
in Public Accounts July 2022)

2022/23 $875 million announced in Budget 2022 for COVID-19 healthcare 
response in 2022/23
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Vaccine 
Program…
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Heat Dome, June 2021…
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Atmospheric River, 
November 2021…
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